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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

HBA AGM: Monday 8th June 7:15pm, nibbles & 
networking, for 7.45pm HBA AGM, Birchwood 
Leisure Centre, Hatfield, AL10 0AN. 

Reports are on HBA website, About us; Election of 
Officers, League winners, etc. 
‘The Current and Future Badminton Scene’. 
Badminton England CEO Adrian Christy.  Club reps 
and coaches welcome. 
 

National Badminton League (NBL) Finals Day, 

Sunday 7 June, K2 Crawley  Click for tickets 

 

Junior County Squad Trials Sunday 14 June at 

Birchwood LC, Hatfield AL10 0AN 

U11 11-12:30pm;  U13 12.30-3pm; U15 3-6pm; 

U17 9-11am.  See www.hsba.org for contacts 

 

County Squad pre-season training 8pm Tuesday 
4th August Herts Sports Village 

 

Membership, Affiliation and Newsletters 

Approximate club membership figures for 
Hertfordshire are: 

 70 affiliated clubs  

 590 Junior members 

 1100 Senior members including coaches and 
volunteers 

All Senior members, coaches and Volunteers with 
email addresses on BE database should receive this 
newsletter.  Please let us know of anyone who 
doesn’t. 

HBA COMMITTEE  

Chairman  *Paul Kempster:   01438 313767 mob:   

07767 212428;   pkempster@gmail.com 

County  Sec Hilary Anderson  01992 584494 

Hilary@Anderson35.plus.com 

Treasurer & 
Membership 
Registration 

Colin Walker  01992 422073; mob.07917 

055209; colin.walker4@ntlworld.com   

Chairman of 
Selectors 

Vacant 

County Match 
Sec. 

Nigel Abdullah  01707 645490 
nigelabdullah@bluebottle.com 

Tournament 
Sec.  

Ed Lintott   01727 864240 

eddie.lintott@affinitywater.co.uk 

LEAGUE co-
ordinator 

Paul Kempster    01438 313767 mob:   

07767 212428 pkempster@gmail.com 
Masters 
Coordinator 

Steve Willis steve586@msn.com 

Development 
Co-ordinator  

*David Bartlett *     01438 715374 

Dave-HBA@bartlett1.plus.com 

Coaching 
Coordinator 

Brian Jackson   01920 438561 

Fullmasher@freeuk.com 

Newsletter 
Editor 

Vacant 

HSBA Rep  Ken Winchester  
Chair@hsba.org.uk 

Hertford Area 
Rep 

Pam Newman 
pammynewman@ntlworld.com 

SWHIBL Rep Martin Winstone 01923 235338 

 m.winstone0007@btinternet.com 

North Herts Rep *Bob Green *  01462 640647 

bob@abcegg.co.uk 

* Also members of the Development 
Committee 

There is a vacancy for Hertfordshire County League 
Secretary   see role description on page…and HBA 
website Vacancies page 

Development Committee  

The Badminton Herts Development Committee 

currently comprises those marked * above, together 

with Doug Clark, East Herts, and the following 
representatives of partner organisations  

Head Office 

Contact ,  
Leah Singleton, East Region 
Partnerships Manager, Partnerships 
Manager London & East 

Herts Sports 
Partnership  

Peter Simmons, HSP Liaison Officer 

file:///C:/Users/Dave/Documents/Badders/HBA/Newsletters/May15/HBA%20NL%20Jun15.docx%23_Toc420936831
http://www.hatfield-herts.gov.uk/birchwood-leisure-centre/
http://www.hatfield-herts.gov.uk/birchwood-leisure-centre/
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Hatfield,+Hertfordshire+AL10+0AN/@51.7742376,-0.2202602,18z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x48763b64197f0361:0xbb470ac35105ec22
http://www.hertsbadminton.net/default.aspx?id=2
https://t.e2ma.net/click/duoxl/h1kuje/h572wb
http://www.hsba.org/
mailto:pkempster@gmail.com
mailto:Hilary@Anderson35.plus.com
mailto:colin.walker4@ntlworld.com
mailto:nigelabdullah@bluebottle.com
mailto:eddie.lintott@affinitywater.co.uk
mailto:pkempster@gmail.com
mailto:Dave-HBA@bartlett1.plus.com
mailto:Fullmasher@freeuk.com
mailto:Chair@hsba.org.uk
mailto:m.winstone0007@btinternet.com
mailto:bob@abcegg.co.uk
http://www.hertsbadminton.net/default.aspx?id=20
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HBA AGM 

This year’s HBA AGM will be held on Monday 8th 
June 2015 in the Sportsman room at Birchwood 
Leisure Centre starting at 7.45pm. 
 
We are very excited to announce that Adrian 
Christy, Chief Executive of Badminton England 
(BE) is attending the meeting as our guest 
speaker and has been invited to give a 
presentation to our county members on 
‘Badminton Future’ and there will be an 
opportunity for him to answer your own questions. 
priority will be given to prior notified queries by 3rd 
June to HBA Secretary Hilary Anderson: 
hilary@anderson35.plus.com . 
 
The invitation extends to Club Reps and Coaches: 
please come and meet old and new friends and 
make it a good attendance this year. As an 
incentive each club represented at the AGM will 
receive £10 towards club funds. 

Adrian Christy 

Adrian has been CEO of BE since September 
2006 and was previously Director of 
Development and Competitions, England 
Squash.  He was elected Chair of the National 
Governing Bodies of Sport CEOs Group 
representing the main 50 sports this year.   

Also, 1st May Badminton England celebrated 
after being named National Governing Body of 
the Year 2015 at the previous night’s BT Sport 
Industry Awards. T he BT Sport Industry Awards 
is the most prestigious commercial sports 
awards in Europe and we won the Governing 
Body of the Year award, beating several other 
governing bodies on the shortlist, including 

British Cycling and British Athletics.  Adrian said: 

“I am delighted and tremendously proud that 

Badminton England has won the National 

Governing Body of the Year in recognition of all 

our hard work in 2014. 

 “We had some fantastic achievements over the 

last 12 months including the greatest increase in 

participation since Active People Survey records 

began, a Gold medal at the Commonwealth 

Games and the launch of the innovative National 

Badminton League (NBL), the first professional 

badminton league in the UK. 

“None of this would have been possible without 

the great efforts, commitment and support of our 

volunteers, staff, players, sponsors and partners - 

in particular Yonex, who continue to be an 

integral partner and major contributor to our 

commercial success - who came together to 

make 2014 such a successful year. 

"I would like to thank everyone involved for 

making this award possible because without 

doubt, they are the people who make Badminton 

England such an inspiring and highly achieving 

organisation.” 

Committee Vacancies 

The Committee are always looking for potential 
helpers across the different aspects of supporting 
Badminton within the County: 

Hertfordshire County League Secretary: Role 
description 

The County League Secretary’s role is to manage 
the league for the clubs entering teams and playing 
in the different competitions. They are responsible 
for communication with clubs, organising and 
facilitating the annual fixture meeting, 
administration of the online fixtures and results 
system using FixturesLive and dealing with any 
queries that arise during the season. 

Time involved: Coordinating the league entries 
before the season starts takes around 4-6 hours. 
The annual fixture meeting lasts approximately 2 
hours. Preparing the new leagues and uploading 
the fixtures to the online system takes around 5 
hours. Queries from clubs are received on an ad-
hoc basis and are easily dealt with via email or 
phone as necessary. 

 Attendance at HBA committee meetings with 4 
held per year and each 2 hours in duration. 

Knowledge required: General PC skills needed for 
using FixturesLive but guidance and support will be 
provided throughout. 

 Responsibilities: 

-       Organise the annual pre-season fixture 
meeting for clubs. 

-       Administer the leagues using the online 
FixturesLive system. 

-       Manage the league trophies including 
tracking, return and engraving. 

-       Support clubs with queries and help to 
arbitrate in any disputes. 

-       Attend HBA committee meetings held during 
the year and report on league status. 

 
  

mailto:hilary@anderson35.plus.com
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Newsletter Editor 
After 20 years in the role Gill Bartlett is retiring.  
Newsletters are produced usually three times annually 
and whereas the role until now has been to collate the 
news and produce primarily in print form posted to all 
members, the preferred format for many people now is 
online either as a pdf or possibly one of the more 
mobile friendly formats. 
 

If you can help with either of these roles, or wish 
to know more, please contact HBA Chairman Paul 
Kempster. 

 

Parabadminton Tournament 25th April  

at Sir Frederic Osborn Sports Facilities 
The Herts Parabadminton tournament, held in the 
new SFO sports hall was a great success with 
players coming from as far away as Devon. 

 
Participants, left to right: Denny Vettom, Rachel Bowen, 
Sharon Jones-Barnes, Meva Singh Dhesi, Sandra 
Staffiero, Leila Manion, Abbigale Richards, Connor 
Dua-Harper, Andrew Martin, Gobi Ranganathan, 
Hannah Baldwin, Issy Bailey 

The winners were as follows: 

Mens Standing singles: Andrew Martin 
Mens Wheelchair singles: Connor Dua-Harper 
Ladies Standing singles: Randika Doling 
Ladies Wheelchair singles: Sharon Jones-
Barnes 
Mens Wheelchair doubles: Connor Dua-Harper / 
David Follett 
Ladies Wheelchair doubles: Issy Bailey / Hannah 
Baldwin 
Mixed Wheelchair doubles: Gobi Ranganathan / 
Hannah Baldwin 
Mixed Standing doubles: Andrew Martin / 
Abbigale Richards 

Full results can be found on the BE Tournament 
website. 

 

Community Badminton Networks Update 

The 4 CBNs in Herts and the districts the comprise are:   

East Herts (EH CBN): Broxbourne and East Herts 

Herts West (HW CBN): Dacorum, Hertsmere, St 
Albans, Three Rivers, Watford 

North Herts (NH CBN): North Herts and Stevenage 

Welwyn Hatfield (WH CBN): Welwyn Hatfield 

East Herts CBN 

We formed in 2014 after an approach by 
Badminton England, although we decided to not 
take up their funding offer as we felt their 
conditions were not compatible with our ideas. 
We started with five junior clubs and are now six 
and hope we can encourage all local east herts 
clubs to participate in our plans. We the club 
coaches have been visiting the member clubs to 
help and learn from each other as some times we 
can feel isolated in our own  little world. 
The CBN first project was a fun tournament held 
at Ware Drill Hall on Sunday 9th March all juniors 
were invited.  We hope to link with other 
Hertfordshire CBNs to promote badminton in both 
junior and adult participation. 

Doug Clark 
 
Stanstead Abbotts Badminton Club Celebrates 60 

years 
More than 70 people, made up of members past , 
present and guests, gathered at Allenburys Sports 
and Social Club on Saturday 16th May to celebrate 
60 years of Stanstead Abbotts Badminton Club. 

Everyone was welcomed by the Club’s President, 
Charlie Farr and the current chairman, Neil Turner, 
who together outlined a brief history of the Club 
remembering prominent past and present 
members.  Charlie’s wife Margaret being 
mentioned as one of the founder members of the 
Club. 

A group of people formed the Club in the early 
1950’s which was originally based at the Parish 
Hall in Stanstead Abbotts but was not officially 
recognised until 1955 when they started to play 
competitively in the local leagues.  In 1993/4 the 
Club  moved to the newly constructed sports hall 
at Amwell View school, then moving to John 
Warner sports centre in 2002/3 to the present day. 

At present over 40 members form the senior club 
with in excess of 20, the junior section.  Over the 
last season 6 teams were fielded in the Hertford 
Area League and 3 in the Herts County League as 
well as teams in the Herts Schools leagues.  Over 
the years several senior members have played in 
the Herts Vets leagues, as do some today.  Many 
juniors representing Hertfordshire as well. 

A mass of pictures/photos of various events over 
the years were displayed on the 16th celebrations, 
giving those members that attended plenty to 
reminisce about and catch up on times gone by.  
Many of these being of the annual tour by the Club 

http://be.tournamentsoftware.com/sport/tournament.aspx?id=B20A82D5-15F3-4010-AEC9-27F04068A31A
http://be.tournamentsoftware.com/sport/tournament.aspx?id=B20A82D5-15F3-4010-AEC9-27F04068A31A
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at Easter time;  these tours having started back in 
the mid 1980’s originally organised by Paul 
Widdicombe and still take place today.     

I personally became a member of Stanstead 
Abbotts Badminton Club in 1959 and although I no 
longer play the game, am proud to still be part of 
such a great club. 

Pam Newman, Currently Secretary to SABC 

Herts West CBN 

Established in 2013, the CBN representatives are 
from the SWH clubs, schools, local authority 
Sports Development Officers, FE colleges, 
facilities operators and BE Partnership Manager 
East Region, Leah Singleton. 
The development plan was agreed, 2nd March 
2015 and can be found on the HW CBN webpage: 
www.hertsbadminton.net/default.aspx?id=73.  
Funding has been received from BE Head Office.  
Some of the plans and example activities are 
described below: 

Participation Increase 
Westminster Lodge to start Ladies No strings 
Essentials followed by No strings with 
opportunities for SWH clubs needing ladies to 
visit, play with and invite suitable participants to 
clubs.  Also ‘Summer of Badminton’ was agreed. 

Schools and FE Colleges 
FE Activator opportunities had been offered to 
Oaklands and West Herts Colleges to promote NS 
in the colleges. Oakland’s had expressed interest 
in mentored opportunities in clubs. Schools would 
be offered Smash Up opportunities. The CBN 
would try to identify key schools near clubs with 
capacity to take keen students from Smash Up 
sessions with the possibility of some financial 
assistance... 
Junior Clubs 
While all JBCs are thriving several are in need of 
coaches and volunteers and plans are 
progressing on how to address this issue across 
the county. 

Senior Clubs 
Several senior clubs were in need of members, 
some specifically ladies. It is hoped the NSE and 
NS sessions being established in sports centres 
will indirectly lead to more players and if clubs 
engage with the NSE sessions they could find 
direct benefits 

Competition 
There was interest in CBN junior 
league/tournaments, which could require some 
funding.  There was interest too, in the HSBA 
replacement for the HYG Games tournament with 
a CBN selection tournament.   Junior clubs have 

been emailed and response awaited. 
Battle Badminton: might interest SWH League 
clubs particularly players in clubs that pack up for 
the summer.  
Workforce needs (volunteers and coaches) are 
being addressed at a meeting with BE Regional 
Head Office in June. 
We would like to thank the clubs that have 
participated, Abbey JBC, Harpenden JBC, 
Marshals JBC and Harpenden BC.  We hope 
more will be able to in future.  
Next meeting 1st June. 
Gill Bartlett 

North Herts CBN 

We have had a busy season, thanks to all those 
involved. We have run four well attended junior 
schools taster initiatives, in Hitchin, Letchworth, 
Baldock and Breachwood Green. These were 
thanks to money from the North Herts Community 
Fund. Our successful bid for Sportivate funding 
meant we were also able to run three senior 
schools initiatives, at Hitchin Girls School, 
Fearnhill School and Priory School. This season 
also saw the first Satellite Club being set up at 
Highfield School. A singles tournament was 
organised in May and due to the success of this, 
another will be run at the end of June. All the 
local junior clubs are still going strong and we 
have gained a few additional coaches this 
season. So Badminton is doing well in the area. 
Bob Green 
Bob Green, Chairman North Herts CBN 
 

Welwyn Hatfield CBN 

WH CBN which has been in existence since 2013 
has had its Development Pla accepted by BE 
Head Office and £1250 investment provided. 
 
Several promotional sessions through the season 
were provided to shoppers at Hatfield Galleria 
promoting all badminton stakeholders: the next is 
21st June.  Last summer’s Summer of Badminton 
programme in 3 sports centres and Oaklands 
College created 2000+ participations and will 
again be promoted in 2015 but in 4 centres. 
All 4 Sports Centres are running at least one No 
strings session each week.   45+, Back into 
Badminton and Ladies Badminton sessions are 
also on offer.  Gosling, in particular, is promoting 
Disability Badminton sessions (see Disability 
Hub, below).   
 
CBN coaches have been providing sessions to 
many of the local schools, sometimes supervising 

http://www.hertsbadminton.net/default.aspx?id=73
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young school leaders 

.  
School Leaders helping primary school children 

 
Coaching sessions have been organised to put a 
team in the junior Inter-district tournament 
organised by HSBA’s Barbara Lewczynska for 12th 
July. 
Sport England Funding for the Community Sports 
Network (WHSPAA) Living Leading Giving project 
has enabled 60 16+ Leaders to deliver over 18 
sports (including badminton) to schools, attend 
coach education courses and provide help to local 
clubs.  Five Welwyn Hatfield School Games 
Partnership leaders attended the Badminton 
England SmashUp! Activators workshop at the 
new Sir Frederic Osborn School sports facilities.  

 
They learnt some great new games which they will 
be able to pass on at the sessions they can 
deliver.  SmashUp! Activtors can be paid £15/h. 

 
More photos are available on Flickr:  and video 
clips of some of the games on YouTube . 
One young leader who qualified as SmashUp! 
Activator last season managed Woolmer Green 

session for 3 months.  
 
SmashUp! is one of just 3 sports that has a 
qualification that allows sports leaders to deliver 
sessions and get paid £15 hour. 
 
 

 

County-wide Considerations 

BE Head Office Funding and Supporting 
Organisations  
The Head Office funding available to our CBNs 
has pump-primed inward investment of resources 
(funding and people): however, there is no more 
in future.  Funding from Government 
Organisations such as Sport England is likely to 
continue to be available: Healthy Living initiatives 
and their funding opportunities are likely to 

BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE  

Reminder:  Birchwood Leisure Centre is 
again providing us (HBA) with exclusive use 
of its 4 court hall from 9am to 9pm every 
Sunday during the year.   

Opportunities exist for affiliated clubs and 
coaches to enjoy and make use of the 
facilities at a discounted cost on an ad hoc 
or regular basis, subject to availability.  

Colin Walker will continue to be the contact 
and administer bookings.  If you or your 
club are interested in hiring courts at a very 
attractive £5 per court hour please email 

Colin at colin.walker4@ntlworld.com  to 

discuss your requirements and court 
availability. 

Follow-up from Ken Winchester: 

HSBA has agreed to take up Paul's offer for 
Sunday usage at Birchwood from 9am - 
6pm May 3rd through to August 30th. 

We intend to run a number of tournaments 
during this period. Nick Goode has also 
kindly offered to run Sunday coaching 
sessions for juniors (basic through to 
advanced) from 9 - 12am, which will be free 
of charge. 

Additionally, the hall will be fully utilised on 
Sunday 14th June for our junior county 
trials. 

We would certainly invite enquiries from 
HBA  members if they wish to avail 
themselves of the facility during the above 
dates. 

https://goo.gl/YZC5k2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iHMwFA2I5w
mailto:colin.walker4@ntlworld.com
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increase. Both require the standard application 
procedures. 
We are grateful of the support of our CBNs by BE 
Head Office staff, other organisations including, 
Herts Sports Partnership, Local Authorities,  Herts 
Schools Games Partnerships, University of 
Hertfordshire, Herts FE colleges and sports 
facilities operators, and, our clubs and coaches.. 
Workforce needs (volunteers and coaches)  
The current badminton workforce needs for the 
whole county have shown to be: 
SmashUp! Activators:  13;  Level 1 coaches  8;  
Level 2 coaches 14;   Volunteer administrator 1 
These are being addressed at a meeting with BE 
Regional Head Office staff in June. 
Becoming a coach is the best way to know the 
game thoroughly - and can be a hedge against 
growing old! 
  

 

League Results 

Senior InterCounty Championship report 

Captains: Gail Emms, Andy Walden, Liz Austin 

Herts 1 

This was my 1st season as manager and 
Hertfordshire 1st team are relegated. Not 
sure if this is a reflection on my managerial 
skills (?!) but it is definitely not the efforts of 
the players that played on the 3 premier A 
weekends. It is, however, a reflection that the 
county league does not and cannot get the 
top players that could represent it to be able 
to play. In one weekend, there were 
representatives from Herts 3rd team and we 
as a county were not alone in the 
predicament for getting players to the event. 

I couldn't ask for more from the players. I was 
proud that Herts 1st team were a great group 
to be a part of and I am only sorry that the 
system let us down as a full 1st team turnout 
would have ensured our survival in the top 
league. Congratulations to Ryan McArthy for 
1st Team Player of the Year - deserved as he 
had to run around me in mixed doubles! 
Looking forward to the next debacle of trying 
to get players all on the same weekend !! 

Herts 2 

The 2nd team had a great season, finishing 
second and securing promotion to the new format 
Division 1. 

Having lost twice to the eventual winners, 

Worcestershire, and once to Cambridgeshire, 
we set up a final game shoot-out with Cambs 
to decide who would take the second place. 
When the pressure was on, the team stepped 
up, winning 9-6. 

We reaped the benefit of having a more 
settled team than in previous years, especially 
on the men's side - with the 4 core team 
members - Andy, Dave, James and Doug - 
playing most of the games. Of course, we still 
had plenty of subs at times, with all of the 3rd 
team playing up for us at least once, so thank 
you and congratulations to all who played. 

Special mention should go to Charity, who 
took the 2nd team player of the year award. 
Not only did she play in 7 of our 8 matches, 
but also played singles, doubles and mixed 
in them more often than not, and still came 
out with an 85% win record, losing just four 
all season. 

And so, on to the next challenge! With the 
newly-introduced format to next season's 
ICC, we will be playing not only against our 
fellow top-finishing teams in the regional 
divisions, but those from the national 
divisions as well...including our own 1st team. 
Bring them on!!! 

Herts 3 

The 3rd team have had one of their best 
seasons in a long time, finishing in third 
place. Not only was there not a relegation 
battle in sight (a rarity in recent years!) but 
we only missed coming second by 2 rubbers. 
We were also 1 of only 2 teams to beat 
runaway winners Middlesex. Phew, what a 
season! 

3rd team player of the season was awarded to 
Ben Vranjkovic, for willingly throwing himself 
into whatever singles, doubles and mixed 
games were thrown his way and for winning 
the most games of the men. While all the 
players contributed to the excellent result, 
mention should be made of the two regular 
ladies doubles pairs: Caroline Hale and Liz 
Austin were unbeaten all season winning 12 
out of 12 and Cayleigh Bambrick and 
Charlotte Willis won 9 out of 14. 

Caroline Hale was very deservedly awarded 
overall Herts Player of the Season, for 
winning 21 games out of 22 for the 3rd team 
and 4 out of 7 for the 2nd team. A win ratio 
like that is pretty hard to beat! 

Well done and thank you to all the third team 
players, including those who stood in at short 
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notice, for ensuring we get a shot at the new 
division 2 next year! 

Eddie Lintott 

County League  

After another hard fought season in the County 
League with some exceptionally close matches 
the final results are presented below – 
congratulations to all the winning teams.  
 

Ladies Division 1 Asteroids ladies 

Ladies Division 2 Comets ladies 1 

Mens Division 1 Asteroids Herts Mens 1 

Mens Division 2 Sunnyside (Middlesex) 1 

Mens Division 3 Bishops Stortford Herts 1 

Mixed Division 1 Ware Mixed 1 

Mixed Division 2 Asteroids Mixed 2 

Mixed Division 3 Comets Mixed 2 

 
All the match results and league tables are 
available on the Herts Badminton website at 
http://www.hertsbadminton.net/default.aspx?id=31  
 
The league trophies will be presented at the AGM 
on 8th June. 
 
Please can all the winners from last season 
ensure that the league trophies are returned at the 
AGM, or make arrangements to hand them back 
before if your club is not going to be represented 
at the meeting. 
 

The annual fixture meeting will take place on 
Wednesday 2nd September at Birchwood Leisure 
Centre during which the league trophies will be 
handed out to clubs. Further details and team entry 
forms for next season will be sent out to clubs through 
the summer.   See  all County League Result;s 
http://goo.gl/BJeAWZ 

 

Can you Help? 

There is now a vacancies for the roles of County 
League Secretary and Newsletter Editor 
Job description outlining the responsibilities and 
time required is available elsewhere in this 
newsletter, on the website and, if you are 
interested and wish to find out more please 
contact Paul Kempster on 07767 212428 / 

pkempster@ntlworld.com or another member of 
the HBA committee.  
 

 

Herts InterCounty Masters (prev. ‘Vets’) 

This season was my first in charge of the Masters 
teams – we started the season with O40s, O50s 
and O55s in the County Championships. 
Unfortunately it became clear that the O50s 
would be difficult to run due to a lack of available 
ladies, so we then pulled out. 
My thanks go to Ed Lintott (O40s) and Jeff 
Armstrong (O55s) for efficiently running their 
respective teams. 
Results – O40s Played 6 Won 2 Lost 4 
                  O55s Played 6 Won 6 Lost 0 Qualified 
for play off against Surrey for right to enter Final 
weekend (other regions do not have a Play off). 
We played at HSV and put up a valiant 
performance in losing 3 – 9: Jeff fulfilling his 
ambition of beating Essex! 

Amazing Badminton Net offer from 
HBA and Goode Sport! 

Hertfordshire Badminton Association 
and Goode Sport are pleased to offer to 
all Herts affiliated badminton clubs an 
opportunity to purchase new Ashaway 
AN200 badminton nets at a special price 
of only £6.80, compared to the normal 
retail price of £32.39 including VAT. This 
is a high quality net suitable for single or 
doubles court. 

 

Please note that there are a maximum 
of 50 nets available under this offer and 
clubs are restricted to two nets per club. 

If your club is interested in this offer 
please contact Goode Sport (tel 01707 
321397), quoting “HBA/Goode Sport Net 
Offer”, with an email to Colin Walker 
(colin.walker4@ntlworld.com). 

Once the order is agreed the nets must 
be collected directly from Goode Sport 
at 25, Brownfields, Welwyn Garden City, 
AL71AN. 

Goode Sport will invoice the club for the 
net(s) supplied at a special discounted 
price of £16.80 and provide details of 
the transaction to Colin Walker at HBA. 

HBA will then send the club a £10 
rebate per net supplied.  

HBA Committee 

http://www.hertsbadminton.net/default.aspx?id=31
http://goo.gl/BJeAWZ
mailto:pkempster@ntlworld.com
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In the O40s    21 players represented us over the 
course of the season 
In the O55s    12 players represented us over the 
course of the season 
County Challenge – Worcester 
The O45s successfully (eventually) defended their 
National Premier Title in a 3 way tie with Essex 
and West of Scotland – original decision was that 
they came 3rd on countback but looked at again it 
transpired that they won again.  
In preparation for 2015-16 it was decided to open 
the process to other players within the county who 
perhaps have not played before. To this end we 
had a trial at Birchwood on 26th April to which over 
40 players from 40 – 70 attended – a fantastic 
response! 
I was the able to go the Masters AGM in Milton 
Keynes to say that for next season we will have 5 
teams in the Championships at O40, O45, O50, 
O55 and O60. Decided though not to enter all the 
teams in the Challenge – just O45, O55 and O60. 
Maybe next year we can run all teams 
Fixtures will be arranged in the coming weeks and 
there will be 2 further trials in September to 
finalise squads 
Steve Willis 
  

Hertford Area League 

Another smooth running, successful season.  
21 clubs made up the Hertford Area League 
last season which successfully ran 4 divisions 
of Medley, 2 of Ladies 4, 3 of Mens 4 and just 
3 teams made up a division for the Mens 6 
There were a high number of entries in the 
closed tournament held in September 
At the AGM held earlier this month, as it was 
reported the League is in a healthy position 
financially there would be no increase in team 
fees next season.  At this meeting it was 
announced that Colin Jackson was standing 
down from the role as Chairman as he is 
planning to move away from the area and at 
the time of preparing this report, a replacement 
for this role has not been found.  All other 
committee members were re-elected along 
with Wendy Train who agreed to take on the 
role of Results Secretary 
 
There was much discussion about the ruling 
where a club has 2 teams in the same division 
stating that no player may play for both these 
teams in the same season.  After a vote it was 
agreed that for a trial season the relevant rule 

was to be changed to allow players in the 
lower team playing a maximum of twice in the 
higher team 
 
Hertford were awarded the Ernest Pearce 
Memorial trophy, being the club that caused 
the league organisers the least hassle over 
the season 
 
Stanstead Abbotts Badminton Club recently 
celebrated their 60th competitive year 
 
Pam Newman 
May 2015 

 
For results, see: 
http://w.fixtureslive.com/league/3230/competitions/H
ertford-Area-Badminton-League 
 

Letchworth & District League 

It has been a fairly uneventful season, just a 

couple of matches conceded. The first division 

was won by Highbury, who still seem to be 

untouchable, runners up were Norton & Baldock 

A. The second division was won by Norton & 

Baldock B, with Cam Gears just behind them. 

The Fletcher Cup was run on a different basis 

this season, with teams consisting of 2 men and 

2 ladies and the initial matches being played in 

groups. Generally speaking the committee's 

handicapping was pretty good, this was certainly 

the case for the final, where St Johns only beat 

Codicote by 12 points, 246-234. 

We would love to hear from any clubs that 

would like to join the league to help us grow a 

little. 

Bob Green 
 
League Results  
Division 1 
 

Team P Rbrs Gms 

Highbury 8 42 87 

Norton Baldock A 9 41 84 

St Johns A 9 31 70 

Redhoods A 9 26 60 

Codicote 9 18 44 

Strings 10 4 10 

 
Division 2 
Team 

P Rbrs Gms 

http://w.fixtureslive.com/league/3230/competitions/Hertford-Area-Badminton-League
http://w.fixtureslive.com/league/3230/competitions/Hertford-Area-Badminton-League
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Norton & Baldock B 9 40 84 

Cam Gears 9 36 74 

Redhoods B 10 30 71 

Onyx 10 28 70 

St Johns B 8 21 51 

Redhoods C 10 13 34 

South West Herts League 

League results can be found at: 
http://www.swhbl.co.uk/leaguetables.html 
Or, if reading online, click these direct links: 

Ladies Medley Mixed 

Mens 4 Mens 6 

 

Meva Singh Dhesi (with Spanish 
Parabadminton Mens Singles Bronze medal)  
at Herts ParaBadminton tournament 25th 
April, SFO sports Centre  

I am very proud to say I am Member of Herts 
Toppers Badminton Club. We came second in the 
South West Herts Badminton League.  
We are the only club in England have team with 
wheelchair and Amputee para player in the team 
as well other member of team are youngster age 
from 17 year to 22 years old. Thanks to everyone 
in the club to sport the team. M.S.D — with Martin 
Rooke, Gobi Ranganathan, Sandra Staffiero, 
Duncan Williams, Alan Spink, Aaron On, Dave 
Bartlett, Denny Vettom, Andrew Butterworth, 
Derek Batchelor, Jamie Dunmill, Adam 
Ajphotography Lee, Daniel Lee and Stephen 
David Willis. 

Stevenage League 

Division 1 

Team Played 
Home 

Pts 
Away 
Pts 

Total 
Pts 

St Johns A 
12 29 24 53 

Norton and 
Baldock 

11 24 23 47 

Cam Gears A 
11 21 25 46 

Academy A  
11 23 15 38 

Masters 
12 21 16 37 

Icarus 
9 5 0 5 

Couzens  
10 1 1 2 

 
Division 2 

Team Played 
Home 

Pts 
Away Pts Total Pts 

St Johns B 
11 25 25 50 

Saracens 
12 25 20 45 

Datchworth 
12 24 12 36 

Strings A 
12 17 17 34 

Cam Gears B 
11 18 13 31 

Knebworth A 
12 18 13 31 

Codicote 
12 10 9 19 

 
Division 3 

Team Played 
Home 

Pts 
Away Pts Total Pts 

Academy B  
11 29 30 59 

Academy C  
12 26 21 47 

Redhoods  
12 21 16 37 

Knebworth B  
12 22 11 33 

Great Ashby  
12 16 11 27 

Stevenage AS  
12 13 14 27 

Strings B  
11 7 9 16 

 

Coaching Update 

There have been around twenty requests for coaches 
this year, almost exclusively for 1-to-1 coaching with 
the occasional group and one for disability badminton 
coaching. Thanks to the keen and eager coaches we 
have in the County, I have only failed to find a coach 
for a couple of these requests. 

When looking to fulfil a request, I use the Badminton 
England coaching register as these coaches will have 
had their qualifications checked, a DBS check and be 
insured. We have lost quite a few coaches from the 
register in recent years; currently we have 57 

http://www.swhbl.co.uk/leaguetables.html
http://www.swhbl.co.uk/documents/leagueresults/current/ladies_20150125.pdf
http://www.swhbl.co.uk/documents/leagueresults/current/medley_20150125.pdf
http://www.swhbl.co.uk/documents/leagueresults/current/mixed_20150125.pdf
http://www.swhbl.co.uk/documents/leagueresults/current/mens4_20150207.pdf
http://www.swhbl.co.uk/documents/leagueresults/current/mens6_20150207.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/mevasingh.dhesi?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/martin.rooke.71
https://www.facebook.com/martin.rooke.71
https://www.facebook.com/gobi.ranganathan.5
https://www.facebook.com/sandra.staffiero
https://www.facebook.com/duncan.williams.796
https://www.facebook.com/alan.spink.9
https://www.facebook.com/Onjr.94
https://www.facebook.com/DaveB4
https://www.facebook.com/DaveB4
https://www.facebook.com/denny.vettom
https://www.facebook.com/ADButterworth
https://www.facebook.com/derek.batchelor.338
https://www.facebook.com/dunmill
https://www.facebook.com/adam.lee.9634
https://www.facebook.com/adam.lee.9634
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=520535364
https://www.facebook.com/stephen.d.willis
https://www.facebook.com/stephen.d.willis
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=7
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=13
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=13
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=8
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=14
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=4
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=3
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=12
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=29
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=18
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=11
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=30
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=10
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=26
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=9
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=27
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=35
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=28
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=42
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=38
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=43
http://www.stevenagebadmintonleague.co.uk/display_1team_matches.php?team_id=39
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registered coaches; 20 level 1, 35 level 2 and 2 level 3. 
Nine level 2 and one level 3 coaches have elected to 
withhold their details, leaving a pool of 26 coaches for 
1-to1 coaching in the County. I am very grateful to all 
those who have responded positively to coaching 
requests. 

With the establishment of the CoachMark system by 
Herts Sports Partnership, I expect that schools are 
using this route to finding coaches as requests from 
schools have almost dried up. 

I have had a request for a coach for an after-school 
club at Furneux Pelham but have been unable to find 
anybody for this post. 

I do not have access to the SmashUp activators but 
think that they could be a very useful for introductory 
and one-off sessions. I have had requests from 
BeeZee Bodies, an organisation dedicated to 
promoting healthy living through diet and exercise. 
SmashUp activators could be ideal for their exercise 
sessions. 

In 2010 a group of coaches went to the National 
Badminton Centre, Milton Keynes to see the top ladies 
doubles players being coached, a talk with the national 
coaches and a tour of the facilities. I will organise a visit 
to the new centre, when it opens. 

Brian Jackson (Fullmasher@freeuk.com), HBA Coaching 
Coordinator 
 

Herts Schools Badminton Association 

HSBA has again concluded a most successful 
season due to the very hard work put in by both 
volunteers and players alike. 
 
For the first time in our history each of our 4 
squads has been able to train on the same 
evening at a single venue, which will continue to 
confer important benefits for all of our members. 
 
Our ongoing challenge must be to attract the 
better young athletes into the sport to take 
advantage of the ever-improving strength and 
quality of our coaching personnel.  

 
Girls doubles in the County round of the Sainsbury’s 
Interschools Championships at HSV 

We have continued to expand the number of 
junior national tournaments held in the county in 
spite of a dependence upon a reduced number of 
volunteers; further evidenced by the fact that 
HSBA has recently stepped in to replace the 
Herts Youth Games (which is no longer being 
externally financed) with an Inter-district event. 
 
Our program of junior badminton playing 
opportunities has been further enhanced this year 
with a weekly coaching session running 
throughout the summer period at Birchwood.  
Parents are also invited to benefit following on 
from these events, which are being expertly 
managed by Nick Goode. We shall be carefully 
monitoring this extension to our program in the 
hope that it may be perpetuated in the future. 
 
The season has also seen an important change 
in the way that we manage our finances and we 
are grateful to our new honorary treasurer, Mrs 
Ying Lee for her valuable contribution in effecting 
these improvements. 

 
Hertfordshire’s 2015 U17 ICT Team 

 
The massive contribution made by each of our 
Squad Managers and their assistant coaches has 
again resulted in some highly respectable 
achievements, which should, in turn, continue to 
benefit HBA for many years to come. 
 
 
In conclusion, I should like to congratulate Paul 
Kempster on successfully completing his first full 
season as Chairman and to thank HBA for their 
continuing support. 
Ken Winchester, Chair - HSBA 
 

mailto:Fullmasher@freeuk.com
http://www.hertsschoolsbadminton.co.uk/photos/ict_2015.jpg
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RAY LEARNEY MEMORIAL FUND 

The Ray Learney Fund was set up in 2007 by 
Hertfordshire Badminton Association in memory of 
national coach Ray Learney and his contribution 
to the development of badminton.  
 
There is still plenty of money left in this Fund for 
future applicants of BE Coaches courses. If you 
wish to apply please use the form on the HBA 
website under Funding and Resources: 
 

http://www.hertsbadminton.net/default.aspx?id=59 
 
and send to: Colin Walker, HBA Treasurer at 9, 
Valley Close, Hertford, Herts, SG13 8BD (or via 
email to: colin.walker4@ntlworld.com)  
  

Grassroots & Junior News 

HSBA Inter-District Year 6/&7 Badminton 
Tournament 2015 

Herts Youth Games badminton tournament is no more 
but HSBA’s Barbara Lewczynska is organising an 
HSBA InterDistrict Games in a similar format at 
Birchwood Leisure Centre, 12th July.   Is your district 
represented? Contact Barbara Lewczynska 
(lewczzynskab582@yahoo.co.uk) as above. 

 
 

Does your club need more members, 
want to expand, work with schools? 
Then contact you local Community Badminton 
Network. You can find details on the HBA 
website under Committees and CBNs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Have you received your Newsletter? 
For various reasons (to be explained at the AGM) we 
have had to send this newsletter via email.  It is being 
sent to all members 16+ with correct email addresses. 

 

 

 

The new Bird2 Revolutionary 
synthetic shuttle is now available 

 
I believe you have developed a ‘winner’ in 
the Bird2 and am delighted to recommend 
it to anyone who wishes to give it a 
try"    Dave Eddy (former National, 
European and All England Champion) 
This has been developed in Hertfordshire 
by Gordon Willis and is distributed world-
wide by Goode Sport .  ~£18/dozen 
All enquires to Goode Sport . 01707 
321397 

Getting Older or Need to Compete More 
Easily? 

Learning badminton well enough to coach 
someone else is a great way, perhaps the 
best, to improve the whole of your game!  
Learn how to do it all properly and halt or 
reduce the aging effect! 

Contact Brian (Fullmasher@freeuk.com) for 
the next Level 1 or Level 2 UKCC BE 
course 

http://www.hertsbadminton.net/default.aspx?id=59
mailto:lewczzynskab582@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.hertsbadminton.net/default.aspx?id=13
http://www.birdsports.net/
mailto:Fullmasher@freeuk.com

