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Hertfordshire Badminton Association 
 
 
Minutes of a committee meeting held on 26 March 2018 at Birchwood Leisure Centre 
 
 
Present: 
 
Paul Kempster  PK Chairman 
Dave Bartlett   DB 
Gill Bartlett   GB 
Doug Clark   DC 
Simon Gouldstone  SG 
Brian Jackson   BJ 
Eddie Lintott   EL 
Mike Newlove   MN 
Pam Newman   PN 
Colin Walker   CW 
Steve Willis   SW 
 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Graham Cobb (GC) and Bob Green (BG). 
 
 
2. Actions from the previous committee meeting 
 
In response to the proposal discussed at the previous two committee meetings, HBA had 
agreed to make a contribution of £500, payable through the CBN, to Tracy McLeod 
Hawkins to assist with the establishment of an adult development club. 
 
Action: DB to send invoice to CW 
 
 
3. Reports on activities 
 
Chairman 
 
PK had been unable to attend the BE Council Meeting on 25 January 2018 but DB had 
produced a report for the Committee, the main points of which were as follows: 
 
a) The Competition Board Report included a National Badminton League review, at a 

cost to BE of £57k over four years, an indication that there would be a review of 
the exclusion policy, a National Schools Competition Review and a Volunteer 
Strategy. 

 
b) Norah Perry had been re-elected to BWF, BE having met her travel costs to 

Australia. 
 
c) BE had invested £130k in clubs and counties in the current year. 
 
d) A meeting was scheduled for 14 February 2018 to discuss the General Data 

Protection Regulations (GDPR) and BE intended to publish proposals to ensure 
that the legislative requirements were met. 
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e) Under Building Financial Resilience, BE put forward a number of proposals to 
address a likely shortfall in income, the principal driver being a reduction in 
National Lottery funding.  Measures being considered included finding more 
sponsorship, increasing event ticket prices and reviewing membership fees.  The 
main elements of the membership fees strategy for 2018-19 were: 

 
(i) to cease payments to CBAs for Direct members; 
 
(ii) to develop an incentive scheme for CBAs to affiliate non-affiliated leagues, 

clubs and individuals; 
 
(iii) to increase the number of young people playing badminton, in and out of 

school; 
 
(iv) to increase the membership fees for some categories of individuals and 

the banding charges for clubs; and 
 
(v) to ensure that efficiency savings accrued from the electronic processing 

and payment systems. 
 
PK explained that, at the HSBA EGM, Mike Newlove had been elected as Chair. 
 
 
Secretary 
 
SG had nothing to report. 
 
 
Treasurer & Membership Secretary 
 
CW reported on the following issues: 
 
a) There were 68 clubs affiliated to HBA, 13 Junior and 55 Senior.  That was one 

fewer than last year although the Royal Veterinary College had yet to affiliate. 
 
Action: SG to chase up RVC 
 
b) The membership report produced by BE was unhelpful and inaccurate.  It showed 

there were over 2000 individual members whereas CW expected the figure to be 
1500 to 1600. 

 
c) HBA funds stood at £19k.  Although that appeared to be a decrease on the £21k 

in hand at the end of last year, there were outstanding match fees of about £2k. 
 
d) HBA’s income was reported as being £2500 through Stripe and GoCardless and 

£600 through BE.  CW was unable to reconcile those payments with the bank 
account although the sums were broadly what he expected. 

 
e) HBA had allocated £1k for workforce development but no money had been spent 

and there appeared to be no plans to do so.  He suggested that any unspent 
balance could be given to the Ray Learney Fund and the meeting agreed to that 
proposal. 

 
 
Senior County Coordinator 
 
PK reported that the County second team had won its division and would be promoted. 



- 3 - 
 

Herts County League 
 
GC had sent his apologies and had no issues to report.  
 
 
Hertford Area League 
 
PN had no issues to report apart from snow impacting on some recent fixtures.  The AGM 
was scheduled for 15 May at Glaxo. 
 

North Herts and Letchworth League 
 
The Secretary had sent his apologies but submitted a written report on the following 
issues: 
 
a) Coaching sessions had started, or were about to start, at St Francis, Ashwell and 

St Johns schools.  They were aimed at years 5 or 6 and would be followed up by 
a tournament, probably in early June, for all those taking part. 

 
b) A This Girl Can event would be set up for the week in June as a pre-runner to a 

new female only session starting in September.  Anna Collis was handling all of 
the above. 

 
c) The local leagues were running satisfactorily with no reported issues. 
 
 
South West Herts League 
 
No report. 
 
 
Masters Coordinator 
 
SW reported that five teams had run in the current season.  Unfortunately none had 
qualified for the play-offs.  Snow had caused the cancellation of three match weekends.  
SW was considering an over 40s team next season with trials taking place in September.  
The AGM was scheduled for 20 May 2018. 
  
 
Tournament Secretary 
 
EL reported that 18 and 19 August had been booked for the Herts Senior Silver 
Tournament.  
 
 
Development Coordinator 
 
DB reported as follows: 
 
a) East Herts CBN:  There had been two meetings since the last HBA committee 

meeting.  A junior tournament was planned for April.  The CBN was receiving 
regular reports from junior clubs and it was hoped that a similar system could be 
introduced for schools; The CBN was conscious of the overlap with HSBA.  
Stanstead Abbots club had asked for assistance Bishops Stortford displayed no 
interest. 
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b) South West Herts CBN:  There was a vacuum as the Chair had left with no 
replacement as yet.  BE funds were available but it was proving difficult to source 
a venue. 

 
c) Welwyn Hatfield CBN:   
 

(i) £4k had been spent on junior development and £1.5k on the adult 
development club; 

 
(ii) A Herts Racket Pack club had been established and Premier Education 

coaches had been trained although there was no news yet on delivery 
schedules; 

 
(iii) The adult development club was due to start on 8 April, meeting at HSV 

on Sundays from 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm with three coaches.  DB was 
considering whether to circulate all clubs; and 

 
(iv) a ParaBadminton tournament was under consideration and an inter-FE 

college tournament at HSV was scheduled for 27 March. 
 
 
Coaching Coordinator 
 
BJ reported as follows: 
 
a) Herts Coaches Facebook Page 
 

BJ had been maintaining the Facebook page for the county’s coaches and hoped 
that it would be a one-stop shop for all information our coaches need. 

 
b) Requests for coaches 
 

(i) A parent in Bucks wanted a coach for her daughter and she was advised to 
contact local clubs and county association. 

 
(ii) A request from Goldsmiths College was sent to full-time coaches asking 

them to apply directly to the college.  It was put on the Facebook page. 
 

(iii) At Westminster Lodge, St Albans, Paul Widdicombe would deliver an 
Essentials course after Easter. He had also taken over David Brown’s 
sessions for Oaklands College. 

 
c) Level 1 Course 
 

Eleven of the twelve candidates passed; the other tore his Achilles tendon during 
a competitive warm-up. He was awaiting an operation and would attend another 
assessment when fit. 

 
d) Level 2 Course 
 

Day 3 was lost to snow so it had been rescheduled for what should have been the 
assessment day (7 April) and the candidates would be assessed on Saturday 16 
June. BJ would find some young players for the candidates to coach. 
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e) Candidates List 
 

BJ had been keeping an informal list of level 1 and 2 candidates for some time 
and had now decided to make that more formal. He had asked the chairs of the 
CBNs to ask the clubs in their areas to send him names of potential candidates 
and he could then ask BE to put on a course when there were enough candidates. 

 
 
Social Media/Publicity Officer 
 
PK reported that people appeared to be viewing the Facebook page for the progress of 
the County teams although some Herts results were missing. 
 
 
HSBA 
 
MN reported that there had been one committee meeting since his appointment and that 
that had proceeded without drama.  There was to be a further meeting to discuss the 
Association’s aims and objectives, one purpose being to ensure the focus remained on 
junior badminton rather than parental needs.  Trials were due to take place on 24 June 
he hoped there could be more local tournaments.  The AGM was scheduled for 27 June.  
The Working Party on the Association’s constitution had yet to report. 
 
 
4. Proposed change to the County League Regulations 
 
GC had asked the Committee to consider amendments to the Regulations, to take effect 
in the 2018-19 season, to address the problem of short-notice cancellation of matches.  
In accordance with Rule 7 of the Regulations, the amendments were approved. 
 
 
5. Committee vacancies 
 
PK stated that it was important to fill, at the forthcoming AGM, the post of Senior County 
Coordinator. 
 
PK also informed the meeting that he would be standing down as Chair. 
 
 
6. Arrangements for the AGM 
 
It was agreed that the AGM should take place on the previously-agreed date of 4 June 
2018 and that the established format should be followed.  As Birchwood would charge 
for the use of an appropriate room (confirmed after the meeting as £78 for a three hour 
session) it was further agreed to investigate whether HSV could provide an alternative.  
DB agreed to find out if a BE representative wanted to address the meeting. 
 
 
7. Any other business 
 
a) DB reminded the meeting that GDPR came into effect in May but that BE 

guidance was still awaited. 
 
b) CW intended to meet Birchwood management to discuss extending the 

arrangement for booking courts. 
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c) DB explained that he had met Lenny Brandon of Hatfield Council to discuss the 
feasibility, as recorded in previous HBA minutes, of adding additional badminton 
courts when Birchwood was developed.  Unfortunately, the Council was still 
looking for a substantial contribution from HBA of the order of £250k-£300k. 

 
 
8. Dates of future meetings 
 
The next meeting would take place on 16 July 2018. 
 
 
 
 

*  *  * 


