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Hertfordshire Badminton Association 
 
 
Minutes of a committee meeting held on 30 July 2018 at Birchwood Leisure Centre 
 
 
Present: 
 
Paul Kempster  PK Chairman 
Dave Bartlett   DB 
Gill Bartlett   GB 
Doug Clark   DC 
Graham Cobb   GC 
Simon Gouldstone  SG 
Brian Jackson   BJ 
Eddie Lintott   EL 
Mike Newlove   MN 
Colin Walker   CW 
 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Steve Willis (SW). 
 
 
2. Actions from the previous committee meeting and the AGM 
 
DB had sent CW the invoice for £500 as the HBA’s contribution to the establishment of 
Tracy McLeod Hawkins’ adult development club. 
 
SG had been in touch with RVC about the non-payment of its affiliation fees but the 
matter was not yet resolved. 
 
Action: SG to further chase up RVC 
 
There were no outstanding actions from the AGM. 
 
 
3. Reports on activities 
 
Chairman 
 
PK reported that the Bob Welsh (BW) issue had been resolved with the outstanding 
amount having been settled by an anonymous donor and Bob’s sister.  He had written to 
them to express the HBA’s thanks.  He had been contacted by a reporter from the 
Welwyn & Hatfield Times but nothing had appeared in the newspaper.  PK and CW had 
met Andy Walden (AW) to agree a tighter procedure for collecting and banking future 
training fees.  EL had invited BW to assist with the running of the tournament. 
 
PK had been unable to attend the most recent BE Council Meeting but DB reported as 
follows: 
 
a) DB had been elected for a further three years. 
 
b) BE had published an Annual Report but the number of physical copies was 

limited. 
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c) DB had received an award as Volunteer of the Year. 
 
d) BE would be producing an app to provide easy access to the Rules etc. 
 
Secretary 
 
SG had nothing to report. 
 
Treasurer & Membership Secretary 
 
CW reported on the following issues: 
 
a) With the resolution of the BW issue, HBA had received £2455 but had paid 

Badminton England £2650 for the senior county entry fees.  Overall, the HBA had 
some £17k in hand.  The forecast for the forthcoming season is a loss in the 
region of £1000 due to the entry of an additional County team and subsidising 
the purchase of county shirts. 

 
b) Action had been initiated to make SG the third signatory for the bank accounts in 

place of Hilary Anderson. 
 
c) CW and PK had met AW to discuss the arrangements for the senior county teams 

and to agree the procedure for collecting and banking fees.  AW would act as the 
liaison with HBA.  Match fees would be collected by each team captain and one 
selector would attend each training session to collect training fees.  The team 
captain/selector would pay in the money within two weeks and AW would produce 
a spreadsheet to record the amount collected/paid in each week which would be 
available to CW. 

 
d) The position in relation to Birchwood for the forthcoming season was that the cost 

would remain the same but that it would not include use of the Club Room during 
matches.  That could cause a problem in providing hospitality and teams might 
need to use the café. 

 
Action: SW to agree catering arrangements with Birchwood for the Masters matches. 
 
Action: CW to circulate the Birchwood booking schedule once all the Masters and Junior 

matches had been agreed. 
 
e) As far as membership was concerned, BE appeared to be making a demand for 

fees earlier than usual.  DB raised the point that, as BE no longer issued 
membership cards, it was impossible to check easily whether a person was 
insured.  The only obvious way of doing that was the check their affiliation status 
which could not be done immediately.  DB intended to raise the issue with Aleisha 
Challands (AC). 

 
Senior County Coordinator 
 
PK proposed that AW should be formally appointed as Senior County Coordinator as a 
member of the Committee.  That was agreed by the Committee.  The first match 
weekend was in November. 
 
Action: PK to contact AW 
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Herts County League 
 
GC reported that the trophies had eventually been returned and engraved.  The date of 
the Fixture Meeting had been changed to 6 September.  Entries were gradually being 
submitted: Royston had entered a mixed team, Rainbows were re-entering but there 
was a question mark over the participation of Harpenden.  It was likely that the Ladies 
second division would be split into two divisions. 
 
Hertford Area League 
 
No report. 
 
North Herts and Letchworth League 
 
No report. 
 
South West Herts League 
 
No report. 
 
Masters Coordinator 
 
SW was not present but reported that he was in the process of sorting out fixtures prior 
to the first practice sessions in September. 
  
Tournament Secretary 
 
EL reported that there had been a healthy entry for the Senior Silver Tournament at 
HSV.  He was investigating whether the restricted tournament could be held at 
Birchwood. 
 
Development Coordinator 
 
DB reported as follows: 
 
a) He had, with AC’s assistance, been contacting local clubs and schools to allow 

them to find out more about each other.  He was also looking at involving adults 
more in badminton activities, particularly in Bishop’s Stortford. 

 
b) He was involved in discussions about a date for a disability tournament.  CW 

mentioned that there was £375 available in the parabadminton fund. 
 
c) Ian Robinson’s junior session in Cheshunt had been taken over by Wizard BC and 

it was hoped to encompass Broxbourne. 
 
d) WHCBN had organised an event for Galleria shoppers with four or five coaches 

attending.  It was also part of the This Girl Can campaign. 
 
e) The latest news about the Birchwood redevelopment was that the rebuilding 

programme might not now take place. 
 
Coaching Coordinator 
 
BJ reported that two coaches were now undertaking sessions for the local authority in 
Berkhamstead and that HSBA was looking for two coaches for under 10s.  He was 
maintaining the Facebook page. 
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Social Media/Publicity Officer 
 
It was proposed, and agreed by the Committee, that Ben Vranjkovic (BV) should be 
formally appointed as Social Media/Publicity Officer. 
 
Action: PK to contact BV 
 
HSBA 
 
MN reported that, at the AGM, he had been re-elected as Chair and Nick Goode as Vice 
Chair.  Trials had already been held and he considered that some of the under 18 players 
were on the fringe of selection for County teams. 
  
 
4. Appointment of HBA representative to the HSBA Committee 
 
DB explained that he had been attending HSBA committee meetings for about 15 years 
as the HBA representative but, as there was no relevant provision in the HBA 
Constitution, he had never been formally elected to that position.  As he was willing to 
continue, the Committee confirmed his appointment and decided that that decision 
should be minuted. 
 
 
5. GDPR 
 
DB had produced two documents: an HBA Data protection Policy and an HBA Data 
Protection Notice.  The Committee decided that those two documents should be adopted 
and that DB should be named as the Data Protection Officer. 
 
There was still a considerable degree of uncertainty about the impact of the Regulations 
and whether people who received communications about HBA activities should 
specifically be asked to ‘opt-in’ to continue to receive such communications.  It could 
seriously impede the HBA if it had to rely on individuals opting-in by way of their BE 
profile.  It was considered that, for the time being, the HBA would continue to 
communicate through the traditional channels, on the basis of there being a ‘legitimate 
interest’, but it might be necessary to circulate all member clubs at some point in the 
future to ascertain whether they consented to receiving information. 
 
 
6. Web Site 
 
SG explained that DB, BJ and himself had started to get the new site into shape.  In view 
of problems with the existing site, it was becoming critical to get the new site up and 
running and it was hoped to do that by September, the start of the new season.  The 
Committee was broadly supportive of what had been achieved to date and some 
members had made detailed comments.  SG suggested that it would be helpful if 
members could submit any detailed comments within a fortnight of the committee 
meeting.  The current version of the new site could be viewed at: 
 
http://hertsba.fixtureslive.com/ 
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7. Any other business 
 
a) Paul Widdicombe, HBA President, had indicated that was willing to assume a 

greater role in HBA business and was willing to represent the Association at 
badminton meetings throughout the County.  It was agreed that he should be 
invited to future committee meetings. 

 
b) PK said he had not finally decided whether to stand down before the next AGM. 
 
 
8. Dates of future meetings 
 
Committee meetings: 8 October 2018 
    3 December 2018 
    11 March 2019 
 
AGM:    3 June 2019 
 
 
 
 

*  *  * 


