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Hertfordshire Badminton Association 
 
 
Minutes of the committee meeting held on 11 March 2019 at Birchwood Leisure Centre 
 
 
Present: 
 
Paul Kempster  PK 
Dave Bartlett   DB 
Gill Bartlett   GB 
Doug Clark   DC 
Simon Gouldstone  SG 
Brian Jackson   BJ 
Eddie Lintott   EL 
Colin Walker   CW 
Steve Willis   SW 
 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Graham Cobb (GC), Bob Green (BG), Mike 
Newlove (MN), Andy Walden (AW) and Paul Widdicombe (PW). 
 
 
2. Actions from the previous committee meeting 
 
Although there were no formal minutes from the previous committee meeting on 
3 December 2018, PK summarised the actions and issues arising from that meeting as 
follows: 
 
a) PW raised a question as to whether FixtureLive could show additional information 

about matches, such as the players’ names. 
 
b) The committee was unsure as to whether GC was definitely resigning as County 

League Secretary and, in consequence, as a committee member. 
 
c) As Mark Bayliss was unable to regularly attend committee meetings as the HABL 

representative, the committee wondered if there could be an alternative nominee. 
 
Action: SG to contact MB. 
 
d) Links to HBA social media should be displayed more prominently on the web site. 
 
Action: SG to investigate 
 
e) As Ashaway featured on HBA Facebook, PW suggested they should be thanked for 

continuing to support Herts badminton. 
 
f) HBA had sanctioned the DKWay tournament. 
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3. Reports on activities 
 
Chairman 
 
PK referred to some of the issues arising from the BE General Meeting held on 
31 January 2019, the draft minutes of which had been circulated to committee 
members.  The affiliation fees for the 2019-20 season had been settled, with an increase 
across the board.  Communication difficulties between BE and Counties had been 
acknowledged.  Records of the number of coaches were considered inaccurate as many 
who were listed were no longer active.  A long-term plan had been described which 
included Counties being brought together into eight regions.  Those playing in the 
German League would be allowed to play for their Counties; it was hoped that a similar 
arrangement could be agreed for those playing in France.  DB reported that a proposal 
had been made to introduce service level agreements between BE and Counties. 
 
Secretary 
 
SG asked those at the meeting to clarify which, if any, documents they received from BE 
as there appeared to be a number of circulation lists and he was unsure which 
documents needed to be circulated. 
 
Action: SG to contact BE about the composition of its circulation lists. 
 
Treasurer & Membership Secretary 
 
CW reported on the following issues: 
 
a) Membership 
 

The number of affiliated clubs had fallen by six (four senior and two junior) and 
the number of affiliated members by 162 (that figure included 79 fewer seniors 
and 84 fewer juniors). There were a number of anomalies in the GoMembership 
system and reports, such as individual members being attached to lapsed clubs 
and affiliated clubs with no members or one member.  He was unable to fully 
reconcile payments and the number of members. 

 
Action: CW to raise anomalies with BE 
 
b) Finance 
 

CW’s forecast was that the County would make a loss on normal operations in 
excess of £2000.  However due to the recovery of the 2017-18 training fees, 
there was likely to be a small surplus at the end of the season and overall funds 
would remain around £19k.  Affiliation fees had fallen by £1200 which was a 
direct result of BE’s decision to stop paying the County a club fee (£5 per club) 
and to also stop paying the County for affiliated coaches, direct members and 
compete upgrade members (£5 in respect of each item).  He furthermore 
estimated that the cost to the County of running Senior County and Masters 
teams was likely to be about £3500, an increase of some £1800.  The reasons for 
that were the additional costs of running a fourth team, accommodation and 
travel expenses, and purchase of county shirts.  However, income from Masters 
matches and training nearly covered expenditure and as did the fees from Senior 
County training as those sessions were held at Birchwood resulting in a saving of 
some £900 on court costs. 
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The County could not continue to sustain an annual loss of £2000 but due to the 
level of our funds this did not need to be recovered in the forthcoming season.  
CW accordingly proposed that the County affiliation senior fee should increase 
from £3.00 to £3.50 with the junior fee remaining at nil; the HBA fee would 
remain relatively low in comparison with other counties. It was likely that the fee 
would have to go up to £4.00 in the following year. In addition, he had asked AW 
to discuss with the other selectors ways in which the subsidy for Senior County 
matches could be reduced. HBA might also need to limit the level of Ray Learney 
Fund awards and CBN donations.  MN had suggested that running a junior 
tournament may also provide some income but no one was prepared to run such 
an event. 

 
The committee agreed CW’s proposals. 
 

Action: CW/PK to meet with AW to discuss senior county fees and expenses for next 
season 

 
c) Birchwood 
 

The arrangement with Birchwood was now in its sixth year and the usage in 
2018-19 was the highest ever at some 75%.  The cost to HBA and HSBA per 
court hour would be around £5.13, the lowest on record.  
 
PK thanked CW for his hard work in making this such a successful venture. 
 

Action: CW to arrange a meeting with Birchwood management to discuss renewing the 
arrangement.   

 
Senior County Coordinator 
 
There was no report but reports on the first two Senior County weekends had been 
placed on the web site. 
 
Herts County League 
 
There was no report.  The committee was aware that GC had resigned from the 
committee but were unsure as to whether he intended to remain as County League 
Secretary and, if so, for how long. 
 
Action: SG to ascertain GC’s intentions. 
 
Hertford Area League 
 
No report. 
 
North Herts and Letchworth League 
 
BG submitted a written report. 
 
Anna Colls had recently finished a series of sessions at two junior schools.  She had 
increased the numbers in her Sunday junior session, which was now up to 20.  She was 
about to start another adult beginner session that would run for six weeks and, 
hopefully, would also be soon starting up an adult intermediate club in Letchworth. 
 
The three leagues were all ticking over. 
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South West Herts League 
 
No report. 
 
Masters Coordinator 
 
SW reported that Herts teams had enjoyed a successful season.  The O45, O50, O55 and 
O65 teams had all finished in second place in their respective divisions with the O60 
team finishing fourth.  In the County Challenge, the O50 team had finished second and 
the O55 team fifth. 
 
The AGM was due to be held at Milton Keynes on 19 May 2019. 
 
Tournament Secretary 
 
EL was in the process of booking dates for the 2019 tournaments. 
 
Development Coordinator 
 
East Herts CBN 
 
DC reported that the CBN was working with Ian Robinson to get into East Herts primary 
schools.  Ian had received positive feedback and there had been one meeting with 
Reedings School, Sawbridgeworth, as the CBN Secretary was a school governor.  DC had 
also had contact with the PE teacher at Bengeo primary school at the school tournament 
held at Stevenage and Miss Clarke will contact him with details and how he can help. 
 
At the CBN meeting on 4 March the guest was Kirsty Feasey, project director from Active 
East Herts.  She gave a breakdown of their remit and possible funding, for example fees 
for coach courses.  She said it was a private company so the CBN need to know where 
the funding came from.  Was it grants from East Herts Council and Herts Sports 
Partnership?  That needed to be followed up. 
 
The CBN had received some funding from BE and a racket pack is to come. 
 
PW had attended a new hall project in Bishops Stortford but was not impressed (see 
later in the minutes). 
 
Herts West CBN 
 
DB reported that Keith Burns was looking for work as matters had gone very quiet.  It 
was intended to write to those who used to attend the CBN with a view to reactivating it. 
 
Welwyn Hatfield CBN 
 
DB reported that John Stobo had run a successful tournament.  Comets had submitted a 
Sport England bid as it needed to expand. 
 
DB gave an update on the Gosling situation.  The sports hall was now not due to close 
until 30 June but would only open at peak times and at weekends and there was an 
important public meeting of the Save Gosling Campaign on 20 March.  The purpose of 
that meeting was to: 
 
- Update the community and users before the 1 April watershed. 
- Describe advances in the light of support from Grant Shapps, national sport 

governing bodies, Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council and GLL. 
- Get support for progressing the mainly sports hall option. 
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- Get support for progressing investigations into the whole facility option. 
- Elect a new committee to provide clearer leadership, show professional standards 

to GLL, WHBC, funders etc, and ensure harmony. 
 
Coaching Coordinator 
 
BJ reported that he had received only one recent request for a coach, from Stevenage, 
that Level 1 and 2 courses had been cancelled and that he had received two candidates 
for YLAs. 
  
Social Media/Publicity Officer 
 
No report. 
 
HSBA 
 
It was noted that HSBA was in the process of updating its constitution to clarify who was 
entitled to vote at meetings and would be changing its name to the Hertfordshire Junior 
Badminton Association. It would remain affiliated to HBA. 
 
 
4. Issues raised by Paul Widdicombe 
 
PW had circulated a paper to committee members that included two issues: 
 
a) He proposed that one of the two delegates to BE general meetings should be from 

the HSBA as the meetings regularly discussed matters relating to junior 
badminton.  MN and those present agreed with the proposal on the basis that the 
agenda for each meeting should first be considered to decide if HSBA 
representation was appropriate. 

 
b) He also drew the committee’s attention to a large multi-sports development 

taking place at Herts & Essex High School, Bishops Stortford.  The school was 
keen to involve the badminton community but, in PW’s view, it was some way 
short of being suitable for competitive badminton.  He had raised his reservations 
with the school’s Head of PE.  It might however be suitable for No Strings and 
pay-as-you-go sessions. 

 
 
5. Web Site 
 
SG reported that over the past three months the number of visitors had fallen to about 
20 per day compared with the figure of 30 recorded at the date of the last meeting.  He 
had been unable to undertake much development work in the recent past but had 
updated regularly the Events, Senior County and Masters pages. 
 
The most popular pages appeared to be Leagues & Tournaments, Herts County League 
and Masters.  There was, however, some obvious interest in Badminton Clubs and Where 
to play which showed that the site was used by external interested parties.  Those pages 
could perhaps be usefully expanded. 
 
Action: SG to continue fine-tuning the new site and monitoring usage 
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6. AGM 
 
The committee agreed that the AGM should take place, as intended, on 3 June.  The 
traditional format would remain but the committee considered that there should be a 
reduction in the time devoted to reports to allow the opportunity a greater degree of 
open-forum discussion.  DB would contact Aleisha Challands to see if she would be able 
to make a contribution. 
 
Action: DB to contact AC 
 
 
7. Any other business 
 
a) SG explained that he had been contacted by Barbara Lewczynska to ask if the 

committee considered that it was appropriate for her to continue as Welfare 
Officer.  She had originally undertaken to fill the position some 15 years ago on a 
temporary basis.  The committee’s view was that it very much hoped that she 
would be prepared to continue as it was helpful and appropriate for the Welfare 
Officer to have close links with HSBA. 

 
Action: SG to contact BL 
 
b) CW reported that one senior county 1st team player was refusing to pay their 

match fees and for a county shirt despite repeated requests from CW and PK. It 
was agreed that this was not acceptable and they should not be allowed to play 
again for the senior county until they had fully paid up. 

 
 
8. Dates of future meetings 
 
AGM: 3 June 2019 
 
Action: SG to contact committee members to propose dates for future meetings 
 
 
 
 

*  *  * 


