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Clubs’ and Aim Reports for WH CBN Meeting 23 May 2019 

Knebworth BC 
Our closing report (if that is what it will be) is: 

Knebworth has had a good year in terms of league success. They won Division 2 of the Stevenage 

Badminton League’s Medley League and the B team won Division 2 of the Mixed League.  

A number of our juniors made county, including Robert who is one of our disabled players. Still only 

16 he is going to compete in the national para-badminton tournaments with a view to competing 

internationally too, hopefully following in Gobi’s Ranganathan’s footsteps. 

We started the club in Sept 2003, with the support and help of Dave Bartlett who was at our open 

day at Knebworth Village Hall (hence the name). Since then we have coached 100s of children, many 

with disabilities or additional needs. We have been involved with various organisations, including 

British Blind Sport, Special Olympics, Red Balloon, Guideposts, Oasis Academy and Leisure Direct. In 

addition we have run badminton courses at mainstream schools and several special needs schools 

including: Lonsdale school, Greenside school, Lakeside school and Woodfield school. Our members 

have ranged from 4 - 80 year olds, including county level players, as well as Gobi who is still 

competing internationally (at wheelchair badminton). We were also involved with the Herts Youth 

Games from 2004-8, helping North Herts to 3 gold medals in that time. The club has also won the 

lower leagues of the Stevenage Badminton League several times. 

Knebworth badminton club is now the only BE Premier club and Inclusive club in the county and may 

well close at the end of June due to loss of membership following the planned closure of Gosling 

Sports Park. 

In case we are not around after June, I personally wish to thank all those who have supported our 

club, especially all the helpers and coaches over the years, without whom the club would not have 

been able to help so many children and adults with disabilities and special needs. 

All is not doom and gloom though as Knebworth now has a sister club (started in 2017) in 

Cambridge, which is now the largest club in that county and also the largest junior club by far. Like 

Knebworth, they are the only BE Premier club and Inclusive club in that county, but unlike 

Knebworth they are still growing. If Knebworth does close, then all assets including the sports 

wheelchairs will transfer to Aspire. 

Kind regards 

Philip, Head Coach, Knebworth Badminton Club 

 

Comets Junior Badminton Club Report to WH CBN 
Comets JBC has thrived this season with a current membership of 30. Until recently we had only 

about 12 staying on for the second hour but since December numbers have increased and all but a 

couple are staying.  While we had 8 courts for the first hour we had only 2 for the second but with 

diminishing numbers attending Comets seniors they let us have another court.  Just last week they 

have relinquished the remaining court and we will have 4 from now on – which will be very helpful.  

Micky Mahbubani has organised enjoyable matches against other clubs and our members have 

taken part in tournaments.  Our last session of the season is 23 June (followed by our AGM at 7p.m.). 
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Our coaches, who we are indebted to, now comprise, Level 2;: Dave & Gill Bartlett, Andrew 

Maughan and Micky Mahbubani; Level 1, Khalid and Ku Qureshi, Oliver Bartlett.   

Our Level 1 coaches were disappointed at the cancellation of the L2 courses in February. 

Gill Bartlett 

AIM Report 
We have finished at Dame Alice Owen for now. 

We had 20 rackets repaired for them and refreshed their shuttle supply by donating 3 dozen usable 

ones which I had spare. The hall is used for exams next term but they are open to having a coach 

come in from September. They made me very welcome and some drills and notes were taken by the 

supportive PE staff. I have left flyers but many of the 1400+ pupils come from Islington and Barnet 

etc. so are not able to attend Welwyn Hatfield sessions. 

27/02 - 26 pupils attended 

06/03 - 13  

13/03 - Cancelled 

20/03 -20 

27/03 - 16 

03/04 - 16 

Ian Robinson 


