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Once more, I can report another busy year for clubs and badminton in the county reflected in
the different committee reports summarising the activities. We have continued to help support
the CBNs, members and coaches, maintain our local leagues and run the Masters competitions
and the hugely successful Senior County teams, primarily down to the willingness of all the
volunteers that make it happen. Unfortunately, there continues to be a decline in the number of
affiliate clubs and members which is reflected nationally across other counties.

Last year saw the introduction of the new Membership offering and administration system
launched by BE. lt has been a learning experience for all the club administrators and not
without its problems and difficulties. We continue to feedback our views to the quarterly
rnember meetings at Head Office and through our Partnership Manager Aleisha Challands who
is always supportive and happy to take our comments.

One big change is that the Membership season is changing and now the 1st of November will
be the date at which clubs and members will renew. To assist with the transition, Badminton
England are giving members two months free until the renewal on 31 October 2019 and then
going forward this means more time in subsequent years to complete the process at the start of
the season.

Head Office have also communicated to members that they are creating a new National Team
League competition that is in the first phases of planning and is expected to launch for the
2420121 season. As details are released we will of course cascade to secretaries.

Previously I have taken this opportunity to report on the continuation of the Birchwood Leisure
Centre contract that provided us with exclusive use of the hall on Sundays. However,
disappointingly when we approached Hatfield Town Council to discuss the arrangement for next
season they informed us that due to a re-focus of priority for town residents they are no longer
able to extend the contract. This will have an impact to many different parties as we are now
investigating alternative venues at which to run our senior county, Masters and junior activities,
which will be at an increased cost to the favourable rate we had achieved.

Further details and the financial proposals are documented separately as part of the
membership and accounts reports.

I would like to thank the committee members for all the support they have given me and the
commitment they have shown in their varying roles to help promote and develop badminton in
the county.

Finally, on behalf of the HBA committee, I would like to thank all of you who give up your
valuable time to run badminton clubs and help to make Hertfordshire Badminton so successful.

Paul Kempster
Chairman


