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Welwyn Hatfield Community Badminton Network Meeting 23 

September 2019 

1 Present:  
Dave Bartlett, WH CBN Chairman (HBA Development Co-ordinator) 

Gill Bartlett, Comets Junior BC 

Mike Newlove, Swifts, WH CBN Treasurer 

Ben Norfolk, Kites BC 

Ian Robinson, Hatfield LC Badminton and AIM 

Apologies:  
Aleisha Challands, BE Partnerships Manager,  

John Stobo GSP Monday Juniors and HJBA U16 Squad 

 

2 Minutes of the WH CBN meeting 23 May. 
Accuracy: 1.1 Apologies – change to Present.  5 Treasurer’s report ‘DB Stated the £165…’ it should have 

continued with ‘invoices still to be sent to Mike’. 

Acceptance: After the above changes the minutes were accepted. 

3 BE Head Office Report from Aleisha – see attached 
 Particular note 

 Level 1 coaching course, 18 & 19 October at Gosling Sports Park 

 National Inter-schools, Herts finals 5Dec. (boys a.m., Girls p.m.) 

 Herts Primary schools, probably next July. 

Clubs’ and Sessions’ Reports  
See below with Kites input from the meeting added. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Currently £911 in the account. An invoice for £58 for rackets for This Girl Can prizes was given to Mike. 

Development 
The Chairman noted that the Secondary Schools Badminton Coaching Resource is now available on the 

coaches resource and looks very useful. [Post meeting note: Kent are targeting 2ndry school teachers to 

run after-school clubs - paid.] 

Focus on WGC 2020 Celebrations’ Sport for All 
The Sport for All need information on the events’ dates, venues and the numbers of trophies and 

medals by the end of October. 

Suggested  

No Strings: Men’s, Mixed & Ladies doubles  

Medals: 4 bronze, 2 silver and 2 gold for each. 

   The Dates depend on venue. Either GSP, HLC, or possibly The Ridgeway: ACTION DB & IR 

Post meeting note; at meeting with GLL 1Oct.  Craig Woodward said that decisions on 

whether GLL would retain the management of GSP were likely by 8 October.  Previously 

Melissa had said they would fight such a decision. 
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Either way, it is likely that dates we decide would be acceptable. Dates to be firmed up.

        ACTION DB 

Junior community tournaments: have briefly been discussed with John Stobo, who believed he 

could accommodate a WG junior tournament towards the end of 2020.  Ideally this need sto be 

firmed up now. 

Schools Tournaments 

Stanborough school run ‘Racket Pack’ tournaments for the 8 primary schools in their cluster 

each November with a ‘Gifted and Talented’ tournament for all WH schools at the end.  These 

are likely to be repeated this year and in 2020 in spite of the GLL restrictions at GSP but we 

haven’t heard where yet.  Jo Moxham says she has ideas for expanding the G&T tournament. 

These could be re-branded for 2020. 

Inter-Garden City tournament with Letchworth 

Bob supports this and suggestion that the tournamen should be played after league matches 

have finished, e.g., in May.  Needs to be firmed up by end of October.  ACTION DB 

Other 

The  DKWay are planning a summer tournament and a tournament with Denmark. 

AOB: 
AIM Update (to his previous report, below) 

Coaching at Dame Alice Owen started.  BHGS folded last season when Ian’s contract finished, and they 

and we failed to find someone else. Ian might be available if they wanted. 

Date of Next Meeting 
7pm Monday 20 January. venue to be advised. 

 

  

Clubs’ and Sessions’ Reports for WH CBN Meeting 23 September 2019 
This is supplemented with Kites’ report at the meeting. 

Swifts report 
Swifts is now starting its 36th year and continues with over 50 members who play each Friday in term 

time.  The players range in age from 5years to 17years and are coached in 3 sessions according to age 

and ability.  We are fortunate to have a number of enthusiastic Coaches and some of our older players 

are happy to help with the younger players.  Also we are pleased when some of our ex-members come 

back to play in our top session.  One of our strengths is we welcome any Junior who wishes to play 

whatever their standard and many players stay with us and played regularly for up to 10 or even more 

years.  Our thanks go to the many players, Parents and Coaches who have supported the Club so well 

over many years. 

Marion Conway 

Comets Junior Badminton Club Report 
Good numbers (approximately 25) are already attending, many new ones, and 90% staying for the 

optional second hour.  We are in the process of setting up a match with another club. Two of members 
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have managed to book onto the new BE Foundation Coaching Course in October and are being 

mentored by our Level 2s. 

Disappointments include: 

Cancellation of about a quarter of our HSV club-night bookings owing to ‘higher priorities’. We 

will be playing at Birchwood on those occasions. 

Two of our members who initially registered for the Foundation Coaching Course were not 

accepted because they were on holiday at the time that payment was due. 

Dave & Gill Bartlett 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

John Stobo Report 
Apologies for absence from your meeting.  Report follows ... 

I shall be restarting my Monday afternoon primary school training group at Gosling next Monday 9 

September.  At a meeting before the summer holiday of Gosling Sports Park users, an assurance was 

given that existing bookings in the Sports Hall would be able to continue after it is taken over by the new 

management organisation at the start of October, which was excellent news, but I haven't yet had 

confirmation of costs.  (This is no problem as yet - I see Melissa Davey at Gosling most Mondays as 

DKWay use the hall straight after my group, so I can easily check up with her.) 

I am starting after-school clubs at Applecroft, Commonswood and possibly either St John's Lemsford or 

Our Lady this term, and Peartree is a possibility for the Spring term - this would be a new school for me.  

Supplementary: after-school clubs are now up and running for this term at Applecroft, Commonswood 

and St John's Lemsford schools, with a good complement of Year 3/4 children at each. 

 I will be asking clubs about their views on how the League ran it all depends on what the clubs and 

CBN's have to say on the format they would like for this season (age group, type of shuttle, style of 

match, etc), and I would appreciate feedback. 

Kind regards, 

John Stobo 

AIM project coordinator and employee at GLL Hatfield LC  
By the time of the meeting, I will have begun the AIM session at Dame Alice Owen, plus 

returned to Swifts JBC, Herts U16 squad and the GLL Hatfield Leisure Centre juniors and adults.  

September 8th: 18 gents and 4 ladies entered the GLL Hatfield No Strings Badminton Singles 

Tournament on Sunday 8th September. All the players admitted they rarely play singles but 

that didn't prevent some excellent games in a lively competition. 

We are planning an Essentials Course for 8 weeks on Mondays 7-8pm, from 28th October to 

16th December at the Leisure Centre. 

I have a bid entered for work in East Herts /Broxbourne CBN which will take most of my focus in 

the Spring 2020 if successful. 

A quick reach out to coaches and their clubs. I had only two juniors yesterday at Wizard junior 

Badminton at Goffs Academy. Badminton England are kindly paying to hire 2 courts from 4.45-

7pm every Wednesday during term time, and the school staff allow us to have the whole hall ( 
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4 courts ) if there are no other bookings ( which is most days).  It is a top class facility in Goffs 

Lane, Cheshunt, with sprung wooden floor and very high ceiling. I am happy to offer the space 

to you and your clubs instead of wasting BE funding and time. If you have any overflow players 

or absolute beginners please point them to Wizard Juniors. Or maybe you have time to come 

and coach your own group here at no financial cost to you. Happy to listen to any ideas or 

suggestions you have. 

Ian Robinson 

Kites BC 
Ben gave an update on Kites since its morphing from Knebworth BC.  They have officers and are busy 

setting up membership with BE Head Office and were planning on continuing with club nights 8-10pm 

Sundays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  However they have just received notice from GLL that they will be 

closing the centre on Sundays at 8?p.m. – which Kites will now chase up. 

They are not able to run a junior section but have entered teams into the Stevenage league. 

Ben Norfolk 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


